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T DESCRIPTION
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DFSCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG!NAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPTARANGE
I.JH;ZN IPTIOH

nt. lemntiug School, o monumental, five-story bullding, is faced
with T11linois cut atone on the ground floor and brick on succceding
f1oors. Hach windcw 1s Lrimmed with stone; the corners have decorative
quotns. The building is ‘f'-shaped.

The school bullding is approached by a formal ax
Tts wrowsht ivon talustrade with iis maker’s plate 3
rassive pancled entry doors vacn carved with 2 lion's head open into
2 vestibule. The trim frazing this arched deorway imitates ropes
The %ransom conleins oplrinal elrbed class displaying the school's
emtlen and addrens when buill.

The cenbter ha171 ewtonds without interruvption from the front to
the resr of the Luilding, Just beyond ithe entrence vesiibule there
is a parlor on either side of this hall. FEoth have tin cellings.
Rocavace the pevlee deors snd thels paneled jambs ramaln unpainted,
thev provide onc of the fow examples in the building of the Tine
origiral finish. The trim throueiwsut the building 1s hardvood,

Tre flcoring le rendou-width hardwesd: wuch of it is now covered witlh
tile

2l double gtaircase
original.
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fevond ithe varlors, crossiug the center hall at right angles,

e snother hallwev. On both sides of thatl hallway there ars wide
curving sinireases leadins Yo the uwpper three floors. The newel posis
arid hoandreils sre suoported by tongue-and-groove Tir  Dbeaded boardu
instead oi balusiers
. beyend the sleircase, farther along the centrel corridor, ~re

offices, a lecture hall, and a chapel, The Jatiter has been greatly o2 iered
«o that all that vemains of its original decoration ig one chandelier
and 11s doors with their etched and colored sless, These yvooms generally
had tin cellines: but somae are now covereo over,

The pround Tloor has kitehen wund dindsy facilities for the priests
and elauonrooms for the souenis.  There 2 living ouarters for the
m"“'lccs't‘; on Lhe upper floovys of the bullding. The sceond floor alsc
contains a Jibrary, and Lhe second and third 910uv3 have claosrooms
an well, On the {ourith Jicvor thewe 1w 8 0 acium (originzlly the
auditorivm) and thoe Cambricdze Roouw (which 'U‘L-N-.n fmo oo owueeun ).  The
latter i the most wermiflcent room in the achocl ”Wlluth. 1t is
oo stories hich, and ito walle 2ye lined with richly carved two=-stoxy
booitenae unite.  The hHWCvny fevel Gf the bonkeages is reachnd by
5 double, curved stoircase. Menels decoroied with curved flowers and
plents weore exeouico Lho nlUHLHlUk & 2laire Company, manulactiurers
ot pool Llables, CRerd vaoden colunns support the balcony. the orlginal

L
e

collting Viitare hie been eleclrilied, Stercils on the cellling were
covered whern a4 anrineler ahen wan added.

et
LR
The 1 0th floor nas tho (L‘154J1n1.’*co}gfte meeting hoall. This floor
ie not anporent from the evtorior cince 1t shapes the 1 E-foot windows
vl e floor bBeleow.  slthourh now used for storase and in a great




| SIGNIFICANCE

PEHIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHIFCK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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1800- — COMMUNICATIONS —NDUSTRY _FOLINCS GOVERNMENT —OTHER [SPECIFY)
—INVENTION '
SPECIFIC DAIES {Z{ G- ¢ 370 RUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
To find 2 pre-fire Catholic school ffil]

survivine in Chicarso on lhe sczle and masaificence of St. Ignatius
P vemeriable. 1t handsome architecture iz a tribete e The deter-
mination of the Anerlican Jesulils to have only the finest in their
educaticonal facilities. That the bullding is still being used for
educationnal purpnoses after a period of 105 vears i1s a tribute to

the werl of Father Damen, wnose name remaing commonplace in Chicago
today bucause ol the major sireel named alier him.

HISTORY

Faither Arncid Damens born in Deleur, liolland, on Karch 20, 1815,
came to America in the cornvany of Father lLeSmet in 1837. While pastor
of the Jdesull churcn of St. Franels Xavier in St. Louis, he managed
the porish oohools &11d Coeelised Lhe lmposiance of inls aupect of
parochinl service. 1n 1856, he was invited by Bishow ('Kegan oi Chicoso
to conduat a series of aniritual revivals which met with great success,
Thias proryoied Hichop O"*wan teo J!“Vlt&‘ Father Damen to esiablish a
Jesuit porisn an Chicapo,., With the sanctien of nis Superlor in St. Louis
tathor sen cheno a site on the west side where large numbers of
ITrigh Catholic lvmisrante were sottling down and bullding small wooden

houvaeo.  That the yeoar 1857, rvonewbered especieslly for 4ts business
panic. Lven thousit hanka, businecs and commercial houses were cloging
throushoeut Ameplicn, Fao i,:w‘c Lu!wu‘ tzetfully cultivated the good will

0f his porichoners and in 1557 thoy supported him in his efforts to
tuild a sirall frome church They alse stood behind him vntil he

reallisned his dream of a college dedicated to St. Ienatius.

Mivancial aifficulty Forced the cathcelic university of St. Mary
of the ioke in Chiceero to c¢lose 1ts doore In 18066 which provided
Tather Dewmen with justification for bullding a Jesuit collepe for
eatholic boys. Proverty v purchirsed i.ri 1668, the foundation laid,

)

snd nurylb ool the walls Bullt when progross was halted due to lack of
funds. A4 thig time the Acling 11cvip"1”1, Father Jocenh 101]0?3
A oman ol enteorprise and vision, woo notitied of Paiher uamen's plight.

Iler hs d tieer thwaipled In hils pienos o build a boarding school
P ocale, uand ke woan carer 4o gce bathor Dnmen oucooed.
Preumvent the 107 Interest on noney borrowed in Chicaoo,

aent 1o tho P Sterndity to allow iather lLozen Lo travel 1o

i Fother Jdanes Yan Ooch o socu-ce an assured sum of 520,000
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B, HISTGRY, contlinued
at L7 irntrrect Trom Fozther Van Goch's brother. Pewomlission to leave
foer Hollond in June of 1?:6€J was pronted when it wes explalned in a
Jelter that "the vuillding lg to be built on a large scale to coupete
with protestiznt calleses and publlc senoals, which are like palaccs.
It is necessary Lo de Lhis to induce parenls 1o glve us the preferencc;
ezternzl moperrornces do much Lo drbieess tmericans..”

Tn Sentomber of 1840, Fathev Janen snd Fathor van Goch returned,
moriey in hand.  The ctructural vorlk of the colloge procecded and
wos completed in 1870, The cogt of conuirvictlon was appy ovimately
£230,000, an ernoctous ancunt at that time. With twe classes of students

e

ﬂ“d a *“:fI 01 Tour nrofesaory; ka collepe wis frrm’liy pplea in
September 1870, 1% was grandionc Dlke all cf Fether Keller's concentlons,
By 1655, the eilondance bad grown to resuire tho :ddltjon cf a wing

2% the rear of the vullding.

7. DUBESCRIDTICN, continucd
Glmbe UL Ululveenrs e hell @&t oo TING VWas
znd 1ts ecclilin were oLenclled. Hemnan b
¢19 1L vi‘1b10 today.

The atilcs 13 ny dormer windows,; houses the preat wooden trusoes

support the cellings below and whose ral ters rupport

whose cores
the roof, : .
A wivgz conbulning closaroons was designced and buillt at the rear

:

of the building in 1895,
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ENTRIES IN TIE NATICONAL REGISTER

STATE TLLINOTS

Date Enteread NDV i? '1977

Name Leocation

Cluever, Richard, House Maywood
Cook County

First Congregational Church of Austin Chicago
Cook County

Kent, Sydney, House Chicago
Cook County

St. Ignatius College Chicago
Cook County

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy
Hon. Adlai E., Stevenson
Hon. Henry J. Hyde

Hon. Dan Rostenkowski
Hon. Ralph H. Metcalfe
Hon. Cardiss Collins
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